The Lord’s Return
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18



Our Hope

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those
who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.

1 Thess. 4:13-17



For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ...

1 Thess. 5:9



1. Inevitable

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed

— in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet

will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
1 Cor. 15:51,52

2. Imminent

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Titus 2:13

HOPE: favorable and confident expectation, the happy anticipation of good.

3. Implications

[ urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus
who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this

commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing...
I Tim. 6:13,14



Our Courage

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.

1l Thess. 4:17,18



Our Response

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised i1s faithful. And let us
consider one another 1n order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as 1s the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

Hebrews 10:23-25



Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing,
yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen,
but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are
temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 2 Cor. 4:15-18

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ 1s, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind (your affections) on
things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who 1s our life appears, then you also will
appear with Him in glory. Col. 3:1-4

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Phil. 3:20

But as it 1s written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into
the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love
Him.” I Cor. 2:9



